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OT 713 Exegetical Studies in Wisdom Literature
Spring 2008; W/F 9:30–10:45
Instructor: John A. Cook 3 credit hours
john_cook@asburyseminary.edu enrollment limit: 30
BC 336; 859-858-2292 prerequisites: IBS-1, OT520, OT501/502
Description
This course explores exegetical issues in the books of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes, 
and provides students with opportunities to apply original-language tools to the 
book’s strategic passages. Particular attention is given to literary and theological 
characteristics of Israelite wisdom literature and questions of theodicy as raised and 
answered in these books.
Goals
1. Understand the exegetical issues in the books of Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes 
and read with comprehension select portions of the books (i.e., integrate 
knowledge from IBS, OT520, and OT501/502 to exegete wisdom literature).
2. Become familiar with language, rhetoric, literary forms, and theological themes 
characteristic of Hebrew wisdom literature (i.e., learn to speak the “language” of 
wisdom and translate that into terms relevant to modern ministry setting).
3. Explore the approach to reality (meaning and understanding) in the Hebrew 
wisdom literature, and determine its role in Christian and Wesleyan theology (e.g., 
the role of wisdom literature in Wesleyan moral theology).
Procedures
1. Studying extensive portions of the books of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes in 
Hebrew and/or English.
2. Practicing historical and theological exegesis on selected passages in the  books of 
Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes.
3. Reading relevant secondary literature and discussing the critical and interpretive 
issues and theology of the books of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes.
Requirements
1. Resources:
a) Hebrew Bible and lexicon required (as in OT 501/502)
b) Murphy, Roland. The Tree of Life. 3rd ed. Eerdmans, 2002.
c) Rad, Gerhard von. Wisdom in Israel. Reprint ed. Trinity, 1993.
d) Access to commentaries required (available in Info Commons)
e) Access to supplementary readings (available thorough Info Commons)
2. Assignments and evaluation:
a) Reading/study and discussion of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes (10%)
b) Three unit exams: March 14; April 25; final exam time  (30% ea.)
c) Term paper: final draft due May 9th (30%)
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Schedule (tentative)
Unit 1 (week 1): Wisdom literature and its forms
Unit 2 (weeks 2–5): readings in the book of Proverbs: entire book (English or choice 
of language); chap. 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 22, 30 (Hebrew).
Unit 3 (weeks 6–10): readings in the book of Job: entire book (English or choice of 
language); chap. 1–6, 28, 38, 40, 42 (Hebrew)
Unit 4 (weeks 11–12): the book of Ecclesiastes: entire book (English or choice of 
language); chap. 1, 2, 8, 9, 11, 12 (Hebrew)
Unit 5 (week 13): Jewish Hellenistic wisdom: Ben Sira: chap. 1–6, 30–33, 38–39, 51; 




1989 Commentary on the Old Testament: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon. Trans. M. G. Easton. Reprint ed. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson.
Fox, Michael V.
2000 Proverbs 1–9. The Anchor Bible 18A. New York: Doubleday.
McKane, William
1970 Proverbs: A New Approach. Old Testament Library. Philadelphia: 
Westminster.
Murphy, Roland E.
1998 Proverbs. Word Biblical Commentary 22. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson.
Toy, Crawford H.
1899 A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on The Book of Proverbs. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons.
Waltke, Bruce K.
2004 The Book of Proverbs. The New International Commentary on the Old 
Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
Commentaries on Job
Clines, David J. A.
1989 Job 1–20. Word Biblical Commentary 17. Dallas: Word Books.
2006 Job 21–37. Word Biblical Commentary 17a. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
Dhorme, E.
1984 A Commentary on the Book of Job. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
Driver, Samuel Rolles, and George Buchanan Gray
1986 The Book of Job. The International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T&T 
Clark.
Gordis, Robert
1978 The Book of Job:  Commentary, New Translation, and Special Studies. New 
York: The Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
Habel, Norman C.
1985 The Book of Job. Old Testament Library. Philadelphia: Westminster.
Hartley, John E.
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1988 The Book of Job. The New International Commentary on the Old Testament. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
Pope, Marvin H.
1965 Job. The Anchor Bible 15. Garden City, NY: Doubleday.
Tur-Sinai, Naphtali H.
1967 The Book of Job: A New Commentary. Rev. ed. Jerusalem: Kiryath Sepher.
Commentaries on Ecclesiastes
Crenshaw, James L.
1987 Ecclesiastes. Old Testament Library. Philadelphia: Westminster.
Delitzsch, F.
1989 Commentary on the Old Testament: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon. Trans. M. G. Easton. Reprint ed. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson.
1999 A Time to Tear Down and a Time to Build Up: A Rereading of Ecclesiastes. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
Gordis, Robert
1968 Koheleth, the Man and His World: A Study of Ecclesiastes. 3d ed. New York: 
Shocken.
Krèuger, Thomas
2004 Qoheleth: A Commentary. Trans. O. C. Dean. Hermeneia. Minneapolis: 
Fortress.
Lohfink, Norbert
2003 Qoheleth: Commentary. Minneapolis: Fortress.
Longman, Tremper
1998 The Book of Ecclesiastes. The New International Commentary on the Old 
Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
Murphy, Roland E.
1992 Ecclesiastes. Word Biblical Commentary 23A. Dallas: Word Books.
Seow, Choon-Leong
1997 Ecclesiastes. The Anchor Bible 18C. Garden City, NY: Doubleday.
Additional resources
(For your reference; we will read several of the articles in this list for class, TBD)
Abrahams, Roger D., and Barbara A. Babcock
1977 The Literary Use of Proverbs. The Journal of American Folklore 90/358: 414–
29.
Brown, William P.
1996 Character in Crisis: A Fresh Approach to the Wisdom Literature of the Old 
Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
2004 The Didactic Power of Metaphor in the Aphoristic Sayings of Proverbs in 
Essays on the Art of the Aphorism, ed. Michael V. Fox. Journal for the Study 
of Old Testament 29/2: 133–54.
Clifford, Richard J.
2004 Your Attention Please! Heeding Proverbs in Essays on the Art of the 
Aphorism, ed. Michael V. Fox. Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 
29/2: 155–63.
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Crenshaw, James L., ed.
1976 Studies in Ancient Israelite Wisdom: Selected with Prologomenon. New York: 
Ktav.
Fontaine, Carole R.
2004 The Proof of the Pudding: Proverbs and Gender in Performance Arena in 
Essays on the Art of the Aphorism, ed. Michael V. Fox. Journal for the Study 
of the Old Testament 20/2: 179–204.
Fox, Michael V.
1994 The Pedagogy of Proverbs 2. Journal of Biblical Literature 113/2: 233–43.
1996 Amon Again. Journal of Biblical Literature 115/4: 699–702.
1996 The Social Location of the Book of Proverbs. Pp. 227–39 in Texts, Temples, 
and Traditions: A Tribute to Menahem Haran, ed. Michael V. Fox and et al. 
Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns.
1997 Ideas of Wisdom in Proverbs 1–9. Journal of Biblical Literature 116/4: 613–
33.
2004 The Rhetoric of Disjointed Proverbs in Essays on the Art of the Aphorism, ed. 
Michael V. Fox. Journal for the Study of Old Testament 29/2: 165–77.
2005 Concepts of Wisdom in the Book of Proverbs. Paper read at Midwest Society 
of Biblical Literature, at Trinity International University, Deerfield, IL.
Gordis, Robert
1965 The Book of God and Man: A Study of Job. Chicago: Chicago University Press.
Habel, Norman C.
1992 In Defense of God the Sage. Pp. 21–38 in The Voice From the Whirlwind: 
Interpreting the Book of Job, ed. Leo G. Perdue and Clark Gilpin. Nashville, 
TN: Abingdon.
Kuntz, J. Kenneth
2004 Affirming Less as More: Scholarly Engagements with Aphoristic Rhetoric in 
Essays on the Art of the Aphorism, ed. Michael V. Fox. Journal for the Study 
of Old Testament 29/2: 205–42.
Lacocque, André
2007 The Deconstruction of Job's Fundamentalism. Journal of Biblical Literature 
126/1: 83–97.
Lambert, W. G.
1960 Babylonian Wisdom Literature. Oxford: Clarendon.
Lenzi, Alan
2006 Proverbs 8:22–31: Three Perspectives on Its Composition. Journal of Biblical 
Literature 125/4: 687–714.
Middlemas, Jill
2007 Ecclesiastes Gone 'Sideways'. Expository Times 118/5: 216–21.
Penfield, Joyce, and Mary Duru
1988 Proverbs: Metaphors that Teach. Anthropological Quarterly 61/3: 119–28.
Perdue, Leo G., and Clark Gilpin, eds.
1992 The Voice From the Whirlwind: Interpreting the Book of Job. Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon.
Rowley, H.H.
1963 The Book of Job and Its Meaning. Pp. 141-83 in From Moses to Qumran: 
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Studies in the Old Testament. New York: Association Press.
Shapin, Steven
2001 Proverbial Economies: How an Understanding of Some Linguistic and Social 
Features of Common Sense Can Throw Light on More Prestigious Bodies of 
Knowledge, Science for Example. Social Studies of Science 31/5: 731–69.
Siran, Jean-Louis
1993 Rhetoric, Tradition and Communication: The Dialects of Meaning in Proverb 
Use. Man n.s. 28/2: 225–42.
States, Burt O.
2001 Troping through Proverbia. American Scholar 70/3: 105–12.
Tsevat, Matitiahu
1966 The Meaning of the Book of Job. Hebrew Union College Annual 37: 73-106.
Whybray, R. N.
1990 Wealth and Poverty in the Book of Proverbs. Journal for the Study of the Old 
Testament Supplement Series 99. Sheffield: JSOT Press.
Williams, James G.
2001 The Power of Form: A Study of Biblical Proverbs. Semeia 17/1: 35–58.
Zimmerli, Walther
1964 The Place and Limit of the Wisdom in the Framework of the Old Testament 
Theology. Scottish Journal of Theology 17: 146-58.
